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A copy of the Governing Association’s Travel Sanction documentation approved
by the Association (for NMYSA teams participating in NMYSA sanctioned
tournament, no Travel Sanction documentation is required);

A validated roster, as issued in the manner approved by the team’s State
Governing Association; or copy thereof;

A member pass as approved by the Governing Association, for each player. guest
player and team official listed on the approved roster and traveling with the team.
Each player’s member pass must have on it the team information, the valid
seasonal year, the player’s name and the player’s VERIFIED birth date as
required by Rule 204 of US Youth Soccer Policy on Players and Player Rules:
An authorization properly executed with signatures to allow emergency medical
treatment of each player:

Copies of any required permissions for a coach or player who is listed as a guest.
The team shall also carry a list of contact numbers for players, parents, league,
club and State Association offices or officers who may be contacted in the event
of an emergency.

In order to be eligible for tournament play. a player must be registered and
rostered in the Governing Association’s database prior to the tournament check-
in. For NMYSA cup play, additional requirements are contained in appendix A
of this document.

4.13 NMYSA State-Sponsored Tournaments

4.14 NMYSA Cups

Each year NMYSA will sponsor the following tournaments:

A.

NM Open State Cup: Any NMYSA Boys or Girls team U-12, U-13, U-14, U-15,
U-16, U-17, U-18/U-19.

NMYSA Hosted Cups: Any Boys or Girls team U-9, U-10. U-11, U-12, U-13, U-
14, U-15, U-16, U-17, U-18 and U-19.

In order to be played. a tournament must have four teams unless it is a regional
qualifying tournament or authorized by the Board of Directors.

The NM Open State Cup will serve as the USYS National qualification
tournament for NMYSA, U-13. U-14, U-15, U-16, U-17, U-18/U-19 teams. The
winners of each of the U13-U19 divisions will represent NMYSA in the Regional
next level of the USYS National Championships Series Tournament(s). Thisese
tournaments will be played even if there are less than four (4) teams.
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D.

Expulsions and suspensions will carry over in the National Championship Series.
Suspensions must be served in National Championship Series and will carry over
from year to year until served.

4.15 Rules Specific to NMYSA-Sponsored Tournaments

FEES AND PROCEDURES

The entry fees and procedures for these competitions shall be established and approved by the
NMYSA Board of Directors. All fees and forms must be submitted to the proper state officer on
or before the date specified by the NMYSA Board of Directors.

4.15.02

4.15.03

A.

ELIGIBILITY

General. These competitions shall be open to teams registered with NMYSA in
their appropriate gender prior to the State Cup Application submittal. by-Mareh
Fstof the-current seasonal vear.

To be eligible for NM Open State Cup, all players must be registered with
NMYSA and properly rostered to a team.

No player may play in both the NM Open State Cup and NMYSA Hosted Cups.

CUP COMPETITION PROCEDURES

For all NMYSA state-sponsored tournaments an OFFICIAL TEAM ROSTER,
signed by the team coach and League Registrar must be submitted to the State
Registrar 14 days prior to the tournament. These rosters are frozen for the
duration of State Cup play.

Individual laminated NMYSA/US Youth Soccer Player Pass Cards will be
required for all players participating in any NMYSA state sponsored tournament

(3.06.01). All rostered coaches and administrators will have simitar laminated
Pass Cards.

The coach of teams entering an NMYSA state-sponsored tournament must have,
in their possession at all times during the tournament the signed NMYSA/US
Youth Soccer Membership form (with medical release information) for each
player playing in the tournament. These forms can be clectronic and
electronically signed.

A roster with team name. players’ first and last name. and jersey number will be
provided to the referee prior to each game.

Proof of eligibility per 3.04 (+22:03-B-&-C) will be checked by the Tournament
Credentials Committee. (The player pass cards will be checked by the referee
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4.15.04

prior to each game). Should an individual player pass card be misplaced at any
given game of the cup, the Credential Committee of the cup must certify player
for play. Until that certification occurs, that player will not be allowed to play.

NMYSA Referee Reports will be used for all cup games.

The beginning of any state-sponsored tournament shall be defined as the first day
of the first game played in that tournament for their respective division. regareless
ot the age/sex-group. except-tor the O age group where the-beginning will-be
detined-as the first dav-of plav—tor the LY ase vroup:

The State Youth Referee Administrator and NMYSA Director ef Cups-and
Games-shall approve a list of the referees for the tournament. Three certified
referees are required to referee any game in an Open State Cup tournament. In the
event of non-appearance of any scheduled referee, the tournament director shall
do everything possible to appoint a certified replacement. In the event that this is
impossible, the tournament committee may appoint a club line. The game is to be
played and will be deemed official.

Game lengths for cup competition play will be as follows:

GROUP GAME LENGTH OT PERIODS
U-19, 18,17 2 - 45" halves 2 - 10" halves
U-16, 15 2 - 40" halves 2 - 10" halves
U-14, 13 2 - 35" halves 2 - 10" halves
U-12 2 -30" halves 2 —10" halves

TOURNAMENT DATES AND SITES

Tournament dates and sites will be set by the NMYSA Board of Directors.

4.15.05

APPLICATION FOR NMYSA OPEN STATE CUP

Applications for NM Open State Cup, along with the tournament fee, shall be received by the
NMYSA State Office no later than the official entry date (posted on current NMYSA web site)
of the current seasonal year.

A.

Any team submitting an electronic application form and tournament fee by the
deadline and being qualified as per 4:22:602: NMYSA and USYS rules, shall be
accepted in the tournament, subject to the bend-provision-of Rule 422.08(A)
league/club approval. Prior to the State Cup draw, Affiliate Members may place
teams in bad standing or remove them for-failure-to-posta-mandatory-bond if not
approved by their league/club.
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b

D.

Any team submitting an application after the deadline may be placed on a waiting
list and be admitted to the tournament at the discretion of the NMYSA Board of
Directors. Reasons for admitting teams with late application forms and fees shall
be:

i1 For the convenience of scheduling (to replace teams dropping, and then
only if a team dropping causes scheduling difficulties).

2. To round out brackets in order to make the tournament “fairer” for all who
are entered.
4. To admit a team who can prove they submitted their application and fee

by the deadline. It is in the responsibility of each team, to the best of its
ability. to ensure that they submit the application by the deadline.

Any team that submits a late application form and fee and which is admitted to
the tournament for any of the reasons above shall pay a fine determined by the
NMYSA Board of Directors.

. Anv-team-that withdraws-brnotitving the Director of Cups and Games inwriting

priot-to-the-drawine-witbnethave Hs-entry teereturned-and-witlb-prot-be penahized
further—A-team-seeking to-withdraw—rom the NM-Open-State-Cup-after-the
drawingshallb-be-considered-astorfeiting and-subjecttoprovision-ol section
+22.08

All final decisions on NMY SA state-sponsored tournaments shall rest with the
NMYSA Beard-of Direetors Director.

Specific tournament information and state rules (Appendix A) shall be provided
to the coaches by the tournament host.

Deadline for submitting tournament rosters to the State Registrar shall be strictly
adhered to. Deadlines will be put on the State Cup page of the NMYSA website
www.nmysa.net, each seasonal year. There will be no excuses for not knowing
the roster deadline.

Fines, Fees, and Intentionally Forfeited Games

In the event that a team intentionally forfeits an NMY SA-sponsored game, an
amount equal to the entry fee shall be charged to the team. The affiliate member
in which the forfeiting team is registered is responsible for payment of the fee to
NMYSA within 30 days. An Affiliate Member may require a team(s) entering
state cup to deposit a bond not to exceed the entry fee of state cup. If the team is
not assessed a fine, the bond will be returned to the team within 30 days of the
conclusion of the tournament. Any team that intentionally forfeits a game shall be
suspended from further participation in that tournament. All of the forfeiting
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D.
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the roster deadline.

Fines, Fees, and Intentionally Forfeited Games

In the event that a team intentionally forfeits an NMYSA-sponsored game, an
amount equal to the entry fee shall be charged to the team. The affiliate member
in which the forfeiting team is registered is responsible for payment of the fee to
NMYSA within 30 days. An Affiliate Member may require a team(s) entering
state cup to deposit a bond not to exceed the entry fee of state cup. If the team is
not assessed a fine, the bond will be returned to the team within 30 days of the
conclusion of the tournament. Any team that intentionally forfeits a game shall be
suspended from further participation in that tournament. All of the forfeiting
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team’s games in the tournament including games already completed shall be null
and void. Bracket standings shall be determined as though that team never
participated in the tournament. Intentionally forfeited games (not an unfinished
game) shall be defined as a willful act to not play in a scheduled game during a
state-sponsored tournament.

Any team that intentionally abandons a state-sponsored game will be fined an
amount equal to the entry fee. “Intentionally abandon™ shall be defined as a
willful act to not continue play of a scheduled game once it has started.

The coach of the team that intentionally forfeits or intentionally abandons a state-
sponsored game will be suspended by NMYSA from coaching from the time of
the act for one calendar year.

An unintentional forfeit shall be defined as a game that has started and is
abandoned by the referee.

In the event that a team forfeits a Championship game, the opposing team shall
advance.

Any team which withdraws by notifying the Director of Cups and Games in
writing prior to the draw will not have its entry fee returned and will not be
further penalized. A team seeking to withdraw from an NMYSA state sponsored
tournament after the draw shall be considered as intentionally forfeiting.

Any roster postmarked received after the deadline for rosters for any NMYSA
state-sponsored tournament will be fined $300 and the team will have three days
after the notification to submit the money with their late roster. If a team does not
pay the late roster fine, they will be dropped from the tournament and shall be
considered as intentionally forfeiting.

Any fine assessed by US Youth Soccer against an NMYSA team at any level
above state cup is the responsibility of the affiliate member league/club whose
team receives the fine. Any fine assessed against NMYSA by US Youth Soccer
shall be passed on to the affiliate member of the offending team for payment.

Awards

Awards will be presented for first and second places in all age/gender groups.
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4.16 Sample Forms

List of Sample forms

A. US YOUTH SOCCER APPLICATION TO HOST A TOURNAMENT OR GAMES
B. US YOUTH SOCCER TOURNAMENT OR GAMES HOSTING AGREEMENT
C. NMYSA CREDENTIALS REPORT FORM

Note: These and numerous other useful or necessary forms are available electronically on the
NMYSA or US Youth Soccer web sites.

Web addresses are:
www.nmysa.net
www.usyouthsoccer.org

In the event you are unable to locate a form, contact the New Mexico Youth Soccer Office at
505-830-2245.

APPENDIX A. US Youth Soccer NM Open State Cup Tournament Rules
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The following document describes the format to be used for seeding-of bracketing teams and for conducting the Open
State Cup for New Mexico Youth Soccer Association. This format is based on the recognition that the Open State
Cup is part of the US Youth Soccer National Championship Series, and its fundamental purpose is to determine
NMYSA’s most qualified representatives to the Fa-West-Regional-segment next level of the National Championship

Series.

Tournament Format

1. The US Youth Soccer New Mexico Open State Cup will be played according to the following table. This table is

US Youth Soccer

New Mexico Open State Cup
National Championship Series
TOURNAMENT RULES

not intended to define specific weekends of play.

revised October 12, 2025]

No. of Teams in Pool Bracket & Pool Format | Comments Championship
(1** Round Bracket) Determination

| Champion declared at

draw

2 Championship

3 Round Robin Championship
| bracket

4 Round Robin Championship
| bracket

S Round Robin Championship
| bracket

6 Round Robin Semi-Champ
2 brackets (3.3)

7 Round Robin Semi-Champ
2 brackets (3.,4)

8 Round Robin Semi-Champ
2 brackets (4.4)

9 Round Robin Semi-Champ
2 brackets (4.5)

10 Round Robin Semi-Champ
2 brackets (5.5)

11 Round Robin Quarterfinal Semi-Champ
3 brackets (3.4.4)

12 Round Robin Quarterfinal Semi-Champ
4 brackets (3.3,3.3)

13 Round Robin Quarterfinal Semi-Champ
4 brackets (3.3.3.4)

14 Round Robin Quarterfinal Semi-Champ
4 brackets (3.3.4.4)

15 Round Robin Quarterfinal Semi-Champ
4 brackets (3.4.4.4)

16 Round Robin Quarterfinal Semi-Champ
4 brackets (4.4.4.4)

17 Round Robin Quarterfinal Semi-Champ
4 brackets (4.4.4.5)

18 Round Robin Quarterfinal Semi-Champ
4 brackets (4,4.5.5)

19 Round Robin Quarterfinal Semi-Champ
4 brackets (4,5.,5.5)

20 Round Robin Quarterfinal Semi-Champ
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B [ 4 brackets (5.5.5.3) I [ |

2. In the case of a two-team pool, a single game will be played at the Open State Cup’s primary venue in Bernalillo,
NM.

3. In the case of one-bracket pool, the top two teams (by tournament points) will advance to the championship
match.

4. In the case of two-bracket pools, the top two teams (by tournament points) from each bracket will advance to
semifinals (13 of A vs 2™ B and 1*' of B vs 2" of A). Championship matches will be played.

5. In the case of three-bracket pools, the top two teams in bracket A (by tournament points) and the top three teams
in brackets B and C (by tournament points) will advance to quarterfinals (#1= 1" of A vs 3 of C, #2=1% of B vs 2™
of A, #3=1" of C vs 3 of B, #4=2"4 of C vs 2nd of B). Winners of quarterfinal matches advance to semifinals
(winner of #1 vs winner of #4 and winner of #2 vs winner of #3). Championship matches will be played.

6. In case of four-bracket pools, the top two teams (by tournament points) from each bracket will advance to
quarterfinals (#1=1% of A vs 2™ of B, #2=2" of A vs 1* of B, #3=1* of C vs 2" of D, #4=2" of C vs 1* of D).
Winners of quarterfinal matches advance to semifinals (winner of #1 vs winner of #4 and winner of #2 vs winner of
#3). Championship matches will be played.

Seeding-Draw

F—TFeams thatplacedHand 2 in-the-previousvear s-State- Cup-withintheirown-age group-wihbe seeded
according to-their-finalstandinegs— e&mmﬁe—%eeda%%—m%—be%me@w&b&mmhwﬁhe

pmwaf—\#hefe%"'ﬂﬂ@"‘jﬂaeeﬁ—h%beﬁﬂemﬂﬂeé— ¥ ﬁ—&hﬁ%&-&éﬂﬂ%&—\ﬂ“—&l’:ﬁ—bﬁ
seedeéa&mému—&e—fhewe%—%‘"«H}H"’Weere&mm—beﬁle%emmed—h*—pmmwe' ~restths i :
and-4"places-will-be-by-randem-draw-of- m&eemHmaHeseH—neﬂHh&mevwm—IMH—e&eﬂeM#eﬂ#
be seeded i they have- Y returning plavers-from-the prexious vear's teams

2 -A-team-must demonstrate-contintib-of rosters-between-the-previous-year s-State-Cup-otticialroster-and-the
teai s leasuetosterprior to-the draw-by maintaining Splaverscommonto both-of thoserosters:

%mhd%ﬁ“e%deﬂﬂﬂ—&e—ﬂw%%b%Gdﬁ—déﬂ%ﬂi%“ﬂ%&-fhﬁl—ﬂ—s&”—iﬂdm{amﬁi)—p%a¥eﬁ
s-previeus year's State Cup-rosteris-considered-the same-tes :

All teams entering State Cup will be randomly drawn to brackets as indicated in the below sample.

Four-Bracket Pool

m B [ B 4th l C ond ] D 3d
Three-Bracket Pool
A IR B Z"d (& 3rd
4lh
Two-Bracket Pool
A B B 2nd
41h 3rd
S birthe eventthat ateam which placed firsttothird i the previous vear's State Cup does notenter. the romatiing
seeded-teamsw il beseeded-aecordingly - Neo-additionabteamswill beseeded:
Order of Play
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1. All play for the first round of pools with 6 or more teams is “Round Robin™ with bracket standings based on
tournament points. Games may end in a tie. Tie-breakers will be used to determine advancement when needed.

2 Hpossiblesinalbbracketswhere there are two-teams-tn-the bracket that-have been seeded-based-on prior vear
resuhisthe came between-those teams will be the dast caime for cach team:

2. Standings in bracket play will determine seeding for subsequent rounds. Second- and third-round play consists
of quarterfinals (for fields of 12 or more teams), semifinals and championship. -and-conselation{H4-and below)
matehes.

(Bregh-here tor publicatton-n-the-programy

US Youth Soccer
New Mexico Open State Cup
National Championship Series
TOURNAMENT RULES (abridged)

RULES OF PLAY:
Games will be officiated using the FIFA/IFAB Laws of the Game and modified for age-appropriate play.
Duration of Play: Matches consist of two halves of the following length.
U2 = 30 minutes
Ul13 & Ul4 =35 minutes
Ul15 & U16 =40 minutes
Ul17,UI8, & U19 = 45 minutes.
Ball Size: U13 and older will use a size 5 ball and U12 will use a size 4 ball.
All games will be played on regulation FH-A-sized fields (except for the U12 division)

SCORING METHOD IN THE PRELIMINARY ROUND AND POOL PLAY:

In pool play and first-round bracket play, team standings shall be determined by accumulation of points awarded as
follows:

Win (including forfeit) 3 points
Tie | point
Loss (including unintentional forfeit) 0 points

TIE-BREAKING RULES IN THE 1st ROUND OF BRACKET PLAY:
If necessary, the following tie-breaking rules will be used to determine the order of team advancement:

|1.) Head-to-head results

2.) Winner of most games

3.) Cumulative goal differential between goals scored and goals allowed in all games played within the
bracket. Maximum difference allowed is four (4) goals per game.

4). Most goals scored.

5.) Least goals allowed in all games played within the bracket.

6.) Kicks from the penalty mark per [FAB/FIFA Law.

This tie-breaking procedure shall be used if necessary to determine 1st- and 2nd-place standing within a bracket. If

more than two (2) teams are tied at the end of the preliminary round, the tie-breaker criteria listed will be used in order
shown beginning at #2, to either advance or eliminate one team. The remaining teams will then be compared,
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beginning again with criteria #2, to determine the ultimate placement. If more than two teams are still tied after #5 is
applied, the team coaches will affect a draw (i.e., cards, straws, coin flip etc.) to determine the order in which the kicks
from the mark will be taken.

In the event that a team unintentionally forfeits one of its |st-round bracket games, the opposing team shall be
recorded the winner with a 4-0 win.

OVERTIME PERIODS FOR ALL GAMES REQUIRING A WINNER:

Overtime periods in games that must have a winner will consist of two complete periods of 10 minutes each played at
the end of regulation play. [fa game is still tied at the end of prescribed overtime play, FIFA “Kicks from the Penalty
Mark” rules will apply in order to determine the winner.

GRACE PERIODS:

Any team not ready to play at the scheduled start time shall be granted a fifteen (15) minute grace period. A minimum
of seven (7) players and one rostered coach of that team constitute a legal team. Any team not ready to play at the
expiration of the grace period shall be deemed to have intentionally forfeited the game unless the State Cup Committee
determines the delay is due to circumstances beyond the team’s control.

SUSPENSION GUIDELINES:

All suspensions due to this rule will be served during the tournament in which they were received in the National
Championship Series (including Regionals, and Nationals). Suspensions will carry over from year to year until served.
The term “game” shall include kicks from the mark taken to determine a winner at the end of overtime periods (i.e.,
kicks taken during round robin tie-breaker procedures as discussed above). The term “coach” shall include assistant
coaches and trainers. The term “team official” shall include all rostered team personnel, including trainers. Suspended
team officials may not be on the team side of the field and may not coach that team while serving the suspension.
Suspended player(s) may remain on the team sideline if permitted by the game official; the player(s) must be out of
team uniform or be covered. Coaches are responsible for the enforcement of suspensions. If a player or other team
official participates in a game in which they should have been suspended, the team will be deemed to have used an
ineligible player and will forfeit the game. Coach participation is defined as coaching during the game that he/she
was suspended from.. Player participation is defined as playing in the game.

If a player or team official is not listed on the official game roster and does not have a team pass card they are not
allowed on the team sideline and may be ordered by a game or tournament official to leave. Failure to comply with
the order may result in suspension and/or forfeiture.

Coaches, assistant coaches and rostered team officials sent off the field of play for an infringement of the “laws of the
game” shall have one (1) additional game added to the “Suspension Guidelines” below that would normally be levied
against a player for a similar infringement.

“Club” coaches or coaches listed on multiple rosters who are suspended will serve their suspension during the next
scheduled game(s) involving the team they were coaching at the time of their suspension unless that team has no
remaining games in the National Championship Series. In that case the coach will serve his/her suspension during the
next scheduled games(s) for which the coach is rostered in the National Championship Series.

The State Cup Committee shall act on all disciplinary matters and shall have discretionary powers in determining
disciplinary action applied to spectators, team personnel and players. Game suspensions listed below are to be
regarded as minimums for the charged offenses. Depending on the findings of the Committee, penalties may be
increased according to the gravity of the infringements.

When sent off the field of play and shown the red card for infringement of the “laws of the game” players shall be
suspended as follows:

Serious Foul Play - All age groups: Suspend for a minimum of one (1) game.
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Foul and Abusive Language - All age groups: Suspend for a minimum of one (1) game.

Second Cautionable Offense — Receiving a second yellow card after previous yellow card. All age groups:
Suspend for a minimum of one (1) game.

Violent Conduct - All age groups: Suspend for a minimum of two (2) games.

Referee Abuse/Assault - All age groups: Suspend for a minimum of one (1) year with review by the Board
of Directors regarding further disciplinary action.

Referee abuse/assault includes, but is not limited to, pushing in an act of aggression, kicking, spitting at, striking or
attempting to strike a referee, assistant referee, or fourth official.

Any player or team official who refuses the referee’s request for their name or gives a false name, while the referee is
gathering data to report on an infringement of the “laws of the game” involving them, shall have one (1) game added
to the suspension that would normally be levied by the State Cup Committee.

In specific situations, the Committee may place an individual on probation, in addition to the suspension, for a period
of time not to exceed the length of the suspension. The probationary period is to be served immediately following the
suspension period and is intended to monitor an individual’s degree of reformation. Should an individual on probation
be sent off the field of play and shown the red card during the probationary period, the original suspension and
probation shall be re-applied, and no appeal will be heard.

UNFINISHED MATCHES:

[f the referee stops a match due to one team’s conduct, the match is declared a unintentional forfeit, with the offending
team losing the match and the winning team being awarded the maximum points for that match. If the referee stops
a match due to inclement weather during (a) the first half of play, the match will be rescheduled or (b) if after the end
of the first half of play, the score of the match stands.

FORFEITS:

A. In the event that a team intentionally forfeits an NMYSA-sponsored game, an amount equal to the entry fee shall
be charged to the team. The affiliate member in which the forfeiting team is registered is responsible for payment of
the fee to NMYSA within 30 days. Any team that intentionally forfeits a game shall be suspended from further
participation in the tournament. All of the forfeiting team’s games in the tournament including games already
completed shall be null and void. Bracket standings shall be determined as though that team never participated in the
tournament. An intentional forfeit (not an unfinished game) shall be defined as a willful act not to play in a scheduled
game during a State-sponsored tournament, as determined by the State Cup Committee. The determination of the
State Cup Committee is final, and not subject to dispute or recourse to the Protest and Appeals Committee.

B. Any team that intentionally abandons a State-sponsored game will be fined an amount equal to the entry fee.
“Intentionally abandon” shall be defined as a willful act not to continue play of a scheduled game once it has started
as determined by the State Cup Committee. The determination of the State Cup Committee is final, and not subject
to dispute or recourse to the Protest and Appeals Committee.

C. The coach of the team that intentionally forfeits or intentionally abandons a State-sponsored game will be
suspended by NMYSA from coaching in New Mexico from the time of the act for one calendar year.

D. In the event that a team forfeits or abandons a Championship game, preceding penalties shall apply and the
opposing team shall advance.

E. Any team which withdraws by notifying the Director of Cups and Games in writing prior to the draw will not have
its entry fee returned and will not be further penalized. A team seeking to withdraw from a NMYSA State-sponsored
tournament after the draw shall be considered as intentionally forfeiting.

F. Any roster postmarked after the deadline for rosters for any NMYSA State-sponsored tournament will be fined
$300 and the team will have three days after the notification to submit the money with their late roster. If a team does
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not pay the late roster fine, they will be dropped from the tournament and shall be considered as intentionally forfeiting.

G. Any fine assessed by US Youth Soccer against an NMYSA team at any level above State Cup is the responsibility
of the affiliate member whose team receives the fine. Any fine assessed against NMYSA by US Youth Soccer shall
be passed on to the affiliate member of the offending team for payment.

SIDELINES:

Both teams will assume opposite ends of the same touchline. Spectators must remain on the opposite side of the field.
Only coaches or trainers with a valid NMYSA pass card for the teams playing will be allowed in the team technical
area. All teams must have one of their rostered coaches at the field during the entire game. If a team’s only rostered
coach is expelled, the team must forfeit the game, but will not be deemed to have intentionally forfeited the game.

HOME TEAM RESPONSIBILITIES:

The first team listed on the schedule is the “home team™ for that match. The home team wears their light color uniform,
(including light color socks). The Away team wears their dark color uniform, (including dark colored socks). If there
is a conflict in uniform colors, the team causing the conflict will change uniforms.

SUBSTITUTIONS:

For U-14 and below, an unlimited number of substitutions shall be allowed.

For U-15 and above, the substitution policy currently used for the national finals shall be used, as directed by Region
1V: a maximum of 7 substitutions for each team shall be allowed in each game during each half of play and during
overtime play. After leaving the game during a half of play, the substituted player may not re-enter the game during
that same half of play. After leaving the game during overtime play, the substituted player may not re-enter the game.

Substitutions may be made at any stoppage, with the consent of the referee.
PROTESTS AND APPEALS:

1.) Protests and Appeals of judgment decisions of referees will not be allowed.

2.) Suspension penalties applied that are within posted minimums cannot be appealed. Appeals of penalties
in excess of the posted minimums must be done according to the protests and appeals procedures shown
below.

3.) All questions relating to qualification of competitors, to interpretations of rules, to suspensions, and to
disputes or protests shall be referred to the Protests and Appeals Committee whose decisions shall be
final and binding.

4.) In order for protests to be valid and eligible for consideration, the intent to protest shall be verbally
lodged with the center referee and the opposing coach at the game site immediately after the end of the
game that is being protested.

5.) To be valid and eligible for consideration, the protest regarding the game must be submitted in writing
by the rostered coach or assistant coach with a $50.00 fee (non-refundable) to the Tournament
headquarters within two (2) hours after the end of the game that is being protested.

6.) The State Cup Tournament Director will form a Protests and Appeals Committee of three (3) to
adjudicate the protest.

7.) The protest hearing will be completed before either team plays their next game in the tournament.

8.) The State Cup Tournament Director will notify the coaches of the teams involved of the committee’s
findings.

9.) A plea of ignorance of the rules of this competition is not sufficient grounds for protest or appeal.

10.) All decisions of the Protest and Appeals Committee will be final.
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