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Alta Wisdom Named 2007 
NMYSA Volunteer of the Year 

Jim Tilley, Executive Director 

At the Annual General Meeting in Albuquerque in June, 
Alta Wisdom was named NMYSA Volunteer of the Year.  
Alta is a very familiar face around youth soccer.  She was 
nominated this year for her role as coordinator of volun-
teers for State Cup and Kohl’s American Cup.  She has 
done this very difficult and time-consuming job for the last 
three years. 

Alta is a non-voting member of the State Cup Commit-
tee.  She is responsible for coordinating all of the jobs that 
are not done by staff or Board members.  She recruits and 
organizes the field marshals for State Cup and Kohl’s 
American Cup.  This year she recruited the volunteers to 

NMYSA, ODP, small-sided games and other competitive 
issues, and the future of the AGM.   All of the information 
gathered at these roundtables will be taken to the Annual 
Planning Meeting in Farmington in late July.  The input from 
the roundtables will fuel discussions about long-term issues 
in the planning meetings at that time.  In addition to the 
roundtables, Gloria Faber and John Danzieser reviewed 
the rules changes from this year and David Vehar, State 
Referee Director of Instruction, conducted a referee assign-
ors’ clinic. 

One of the highlights of Saturday 
was the Annual Awards Luncheon 
held at Sandiago’s Mexican Grill at 
the base of the Tram in Albuquerque.  
Dennis, NMYSA Executive Director 
Jim Tilley, and Technical Director 
Josh Groves addressed the gather-
ing.  This year’s award recipients 
were Jeff Saari as Boy’s Coach of 
the Year, Timothy Stirrup as Girl’s 
Coach of the Year, and Alta Wisdom 
as NMYSA Volunteer of the Year. 

The weekend culminated with 
the annual business meeting on Sun-
day morning.  There were no new 
rules discussed or specific actions 
taken other than approval of the 
2007-08 NMYSA budget and election 
of several officers.  Gary Bauer-
schmidt of Albuquerque, interim vice-
president for the last 11 months, was 
elected to a full term in the position.  
Ron Nestle of Las Cruces, who had 
been interim Director of Cups and 
Games, also was elected to a full 
term.  A 
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help with the Kohl’s Carnival at American Cup.  She also 
helped with the awards at American Cup. 

Alta fills these roles while on the move.  For the last 
three years, she has strapped her ice chest to the back of a 
golf cart and dispensed water and run tournament errands 
with her cell phone at the ready and a radio to her ear.  A 
short list of her duties includes, but is not limited to, educat-
ing and assigning field marshals, delivering and picking up 
referees, coordinating volunteers other than field marshals, 
calming unruly parents, escorting ambulances, transporting 
doctors and trainers, feeding volunteers and helping keep 
things flowing smoothly during the hot and heated days of 
May.  In addition, this year she helped with the awards 
ceremony for Kohl’s American Cup on Sunday, May 13.  To 
put it simply, we couldn’t do these two tournaments without 
her. 

Alta has had two children go through NMYSA—Cate 
Wisdom finished her playing career last year and Jake Wis-
dom just finished his U-16 year.  A 
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