The NMYSA Board of Directors approved a change in the minimum registration age which would allow leagues and clubs to begin registering players that have reached their 3rd birthday by 1 August of the current seasonal year.  The actual new language is as follows;

3.03.04 MINIMUM AGE TO REGISTER WITH THE STATE
No player may register with the State Association who has not reached his/her third (3rd) birthday by 1 August prior to the current seasonal year.

In conjunction with the change, NMYSA issued the following statement as well;

There have been some questions concerning the recent rule change allowing players who have reached their 3rd birthday by 1 August of the seasonal year, to register. Please note that this is not a requirement but an option for any of our member leagues/clubs. 
As a matter of fact, we would strongly discourage registering three year olds for any kind of league or team play. The change in minimum registration age came about as a result of a national trend for player academies. Academies are large group sessions using multiple coaches to foster development consistent with core philosophies of the club. What this involves for U4 players is a setting where they come together usually for no more than 45 minutes once each week. 
Sessions with U4 players should focus on developing balance, coordination and fundamental soccer skills through creative play. Listening skills, cooperation and teamwork can also be addressed. The children are introduced to fun games that result in coordination and skill building. The children do not compete against each other in the traditional sense, nor are the activities highly structured. Instead, they develop individually and as a group through these games. If your League/Club chooses to register these younger players, we would recommend that you have a program in place specific for these kids. In most situations, the instructors, primarily, have early child development backgrounds.

There have also been some issues with registering competitive players systematically for a spring season on LeagueOne.  All competitive players should be registered with “fall” only as the LeagueOne system tracks player transfers, releases etc. with that setup.  Players registering competitive are obligated to their competitive team for the entire seasonal year.   A reminder to the club/league registrars to register all competitive players for fall only was issued.
